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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a non-final office action upon examination of application number 
10/004,880. Claims 8-12 have been withdrawn. Claims 1-7 and 13-17 are pending and have 
been examined on the merits discussed below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-7 and 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Loosmore et al, US 5,682,142. 

As per claim 1, Loosmore et al teaches transmitting material-receiving data via a user at 
one of the terminal devices in a material-receiving form to the network management server 
through a network (column 8 and column 9 "manufacturing facility"' - material data is stored for 
network communication); and receiving and integrating the material-receiving forms via the 
network management server from the terminal devices, so as to initiate and establish connection 
with one of the material database servers that provides material-receiving data service according 
to types of the material-receiving data, wherein the material-receiving data are inputted to the 
material database server and stored in a material database of the material database server in an 
order of material-receiving dates (column 9 - a date is initially stored which is later used to 
facilitate a first-in-first-out method). 
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As per claim 2, Loosmore et al teaches classifying the received material-receiving data 
via the material database server into categories according to vendor's names and codes, and 
further classifying the material-receiving data of a same vendor's name and code into sub- 
categories according to material codes and types (column 8 and column 9 - tags are encoded 
with product, source and other information as well as quantity and date); and writing the 
classified material-receiving data into the material database via the material database server by 
using a function of recording a current material-receiving condition of a vendor, and updating a 
most recent material-receiving file of the vendor in the material database, wherein an operation 
mode and cycle time for updating the file are set according to practical conditions (column 9, 
lines 1-17 -pre-determined parameters are set wherein when inventories fall below set levels, the 
system sends and alert to replenish the stock of the item). 

As per claim 3, Loosmore et al teaches transmitting the material-receiving data via the 
material database server fi*om the material database to the network management server and to the 
terminal device via a network, so as to conduct two-way communication with the user at the 
terminal device, allowing the user to immediately realize a material-receiving status (column 9, 
lines 1-17 -pre-determined parameters are set wherein when inventories fall below set levels, the 
system sends and alert to replenish the stock of the item). 

As per claim 4, Loosmore et al teaches transmitting material-issuing data via the user at 
the terminal device according to a material-issuing status in a material-issuing form to the 
network management server through Internet or intranet; and receiving and integrating the 
material-issuing forms from the terminal devices via the network management server, so as to 
initiate and establish connection with one of the material database servers that provides material- 
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issuing data service according to types of the material database server; receiving the material- 
issuing data via the material database server, and inspecting material data in a material database 
thereof to issue materials in an order of material-receiving dates, so that a material with an earlier 
material-receiving date is prior to be issued, and a first-in-first-out mode of material management 
is proceeded in receiving and issuing materials (column 9 - as inventory is issued, data is used to 
monitor inventory levels and to generate an alert is inventories fall below an established level; a 
date is initially stored which is later used to facilitate a first-in-first-out method). 

As per claim 5, Loosmore et al teaches receiving the material-issuing data via the 
material database server, and automatically initiating a fimction of inspecting material stocks, so 
as to provide a stock list of available vendors; and automatically initiating a first-in-first-out 
fimction for issuing materials in an order of material-receiving dates via the material database 
server according to the stock list of the vendors, in a manner that a material with an earUer 
material-receiving date is prior to be issued (column 9 - as inventory is issued, data is used to 
monitor inventory levels and to generate an alert is inventories fall below an established level; a 
date is initially stored which is later used to facilitate a first-in-first-out method). 

As per claims 6 and 7, Loosmore et al teaches network based communication of material 
information in order to monitor inventory received and inventory issued wherein a first-in-first- 
out method is utilized and as inventory is issued, an alert it sent if inventories fall below a pre-set 
level. However, Loosmore et al does not explicitly the communication taking place using an 
Intemet network with browser and homepage display. Implementing the system of Loosmore et 
al would accomplish the same result as disclosed in the Loosmore et al patent. Since it is old and 
well known to automate processes over the intemet it would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill to modify Loosmore et al to include Intemet as the communication network. This 
would allow for users to access data from remote locations anywhere in the world and would 
make the process of monitoring the material data more efficient. 

As per claims 13 and 14, Loosmore et al teaches network based commimication of 
material information in order to monitor inventory received and inventory issued wherein a first- 
in-first-out method is utilized and as inventory is issued, an alert it sent if inventories fall below a 
pre-set level. The system includes network CPUs and output display including LCD wherein 
material data is stored. As disclosed the system can includes a human interface node wherein a 
personal computer is attached to the network to view and change information on the network 
(column 5, lines 38-4). However, Loosmore et al does not explicitly the communication taking 
place using an Intemet network with browser and homepage display, hnplementing the system 
of Loosmore et al would accomplish the same result as disclosed in the Loosmore et al patent. 
Since it is old and well known to automate processes over the intemet it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify Loosmore et al to include Intemet as the 
communication network. This would allow for users to access data from remote locations 
anywhere in the world and would make the process of monitoring the material data more 
efficient. 

As per claims 15-17, while Loosmore et al teaches monitoring the inventory levels in 
order to implement a first-in-first-out method of inventory management, and also monitoring 
inventory so as to send alerts when replenishment is needed, Loosmore et al does not explicitly 
teach how the information is stored. However, several well-known database storage servers 
could be utilized in order to achieve the same result. It would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art of information storage and retrieval to store the material information in 
MS Access, MSSQL or ORACLE database servers as a way to quickly and efficiently access the 
data. Since each database is functionally equivalent and achievse the same result when 
implemented in the system, one of ordinary sill in the art at the time of the invention would have 
known to use any of the well known database servers in order to access and retrieve material 
information in a quick and efficient manner. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not rehed upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Chang, US 5,903,457 - automated material storage and retrieval system for production 
lines 

Roach et al, US 5,434,394 - automated order and delivery system 

Park, US 6,058,375 - accounting processor and method for automated management 

control system 

Turner et al, US 6,470,228 - material management system and method 
Lichti, Sr. et al, US 5,161,929 - automated work center 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Johnna R. Loftis whose telephone number is 571-272-6736. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on 571-272-6729. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubHc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
Uke assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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